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Abstract:

CONTEXT: Climate-change adaptation strategies that address locally specific climate hazards are critical
for preventing negative health outcomes, and local public health care officials are key foci for adaptation
planning. OBJECTIVE: To assess New York State Local Health Department officials' perceptions and
preparedness related to climate-sensitive health areas, and compare these with a national sample.
DESIGN: Online survey instrument, originally used in a national survey of local health department (LHD)
officials. SETTING: New York State. PARTICIPANTS: Eligible participants included all New York State city
and county LHD officials, 1 respondent per LHD. MAIN OUTCOME MEASURES: LHD officials' perceptions
of (1) local climate-related public health effects, (2) preparation status and programming areas of LHDs,
and (3) necessary resources to better address climate-related health risks. RESULTS: : Survey participants,
representing a 54% response rate (with 93% of respondents completing more than 90% of the questions),
perceived climate change as relevant to public health, and most noted that some of their existing programs
already use or are planning to use climate adaptation strategies. Overall, fewer New York State
respondents identified concerns or related expertise compared with the previous national survey. Many
respondents expressed uncertainty regarding necessary additional resources. CONCLUSIONS: This type
of assessment makes clear the high variability in perceived impacts and capacity at the level of LHD
jurisdictions, and underscores the importance of sustained support for local climate-change preparedness
programming. The implications of these findings are germane to other states with similar decentralized
jurisdiction of public health. Findings from such surveys can bolster existing LHD programs, as well as
inform long-term and emergency planning for climate change.
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Resource Description

Communication: &

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content
Communication Audience: X
audience to whom the resource is directed

Health Professional
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Exposure : &

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature: @

resource focuses on specific type of geography

None or Unspecified

Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

United States

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
General Health Impact

Medical Community Engagement: &

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation: &

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation, Mitigation

Resource Type: ™

format or standard characteristic of resource
Policy/Opinion, Research Article

Timescale: @

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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